
CHICAGO: Epicenter of 
American Architecture

with Art Historian Rolf Achilles

April 18–23, 2018
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This custom-designed tour offers an insightful 
look at the modern and contemporary art 
and architecture that make Chicago one of 
the world’s most captivating cities. 
Take an architectural cruise along the Chicago River, highlighting the many innovative and 
historically important architectural designs that were born in Chicago. See several Frank Lloyd 
Wright-designed buildings, including his own home and studio in Oak Park, as well as the iconic 
Robie House. Enjoy one of the finest private collections of decorative arts from the American 
and English Arts and Crafts Movements, showcased in the renovated farm buildings of a private 
estate. And take guided explorations of some of Chicago’s most intriguing and dazzling sites, such 
as Millennium Park, the Art Institute of Chicago, the Driehaus Museum/Nickerson Mansion, the 
Auditorium Theatre, and numerous other architectural gems sprinkled throughout this great city.

Spend five nights at the renowned Palmer House Hilton Hotel in the heart of the Loop, the perfect 
base for our Chicago adventure. A member of Historic Hotels of America, the Palmer House offers 
exceptional accommodations and a fascinating history of hosting legendary entertainers and 
prominent American leaders. 

Art Institute of Chicago, Modern Wing (“Purple” / Payton Chung)



Wednesday, April 18, 2018

Welcome to Chicago
Upon arrival in Chicago, transfer independently to the Palmer House 
Hilton, a revered landmark in the heart of Chicago’s Loop and a member 
of Historic Hotels of America. The Palmer House boasts a fascinating 
history and an excellent location within walking distance of the Art 
Institute of Chicago and Millennium Park. Spend the afternoon marveling 
at Chicago’s soaring towers aboard a special 90-minute architectural 
riverboat cruise. Our expert guide, local art historian and professor Rolf 
Achilles, highlights more than 50 architecturally significant sites, including 
numerous landmarks of Modern American architecture. Return to the hotel 
for a convivial welcome dinner with your fellow travelers.

Palmer House Hilton (D)

Thursday, April 19, 2018

The Art Institute & Millennium Park
Walk to the legendary Auditorium Theatre known internationally for its 
innovative architecture and beautiful design flourishes, and as the last 
surviving building to which architects Louis Sullivan, Dankmar Adler, 
and Frank Lloyd Wright all contributed. Continue to the Art Institute of 
Chicago for a highlight tour of its renowned collection of American Art 
and see the sleek new Modern Wing designed by Pritzker Prize–winning 
architect Renzo Piano. The remainder of the afternoon is free to continue 
exploring the Art Institute or other Chicago attractions on your own. This 
evening, take a guided stroll through Millennium Park, an exceptional 
urban space combining cutting-edge architecture, art installations, and 
landscape design. 

Palmer House Hilton (B) 

Friday, April 20, 2018

Arts & Crafts Movement
Spend the morning at a privately owned farm just off of Lake Michigan 
and examine one of the most important private collections of Arts and 
Crafts furniture and decorative arts, highlighting major works of Gustav 
Stickley. The original farm buildings have been extensively renovated 
to authentically exhibit this superb collection. Enjoy lunch at a local 
restaurant and then drive through the elegant North Shore suburbs en 
route back to Chicago. By special arrangement enter a private home for 
an exclusive viewing of the owner’s remarkable art collection. Finish the 
day at the Driehaus Museum and take a docent-led tour of its fabulous 
collection of Gilded Age decorative arts, all housed in the Nickerson 
Mansion, one of the grandest residential buildings of 19th-century 
Chicago. Return to the hotel via Chicago’s famed Magnificent Mile.

Palmer House Hilton (B, L)

Custom Itinerary
This custom travel program has been created uniquely for the Spring field Museums.

Photos (from top): Chicago from the River (Fred Faulkner); Auditorium Theatre; Cloud Gate (Robert Lowe);  
and Tiffany Glass, Driehaus Museum, Chicago (Jason Raia)



Saturday, April 21, 2018

Independent Day
Enjoy the day to explore Chicago on your own. Gather in the evening for a 
dutch-treat dinner at a local restaurant. 

Palmer House Hilton (B)

Sunday, April 22, 2018

In the Footsteps of Wright
Drive to Oak Park, the Chicago suburb where Frank Lloyd Wright lived 
for two decades and grew from a young draftsman into one of America’s 
most promising and influential architects. Tour Wright’s home and studio, 
a National Trust Historic Site, and see where the Prairie Style was born. 
Then take a walking tour to explore the exteriors of several Wright-
designed residential properties sprinkled throughout the surrounding 
neighborhood. Following lunch at a local restaurant, drive through the 
charming Hyde Park community en route to the University of Chicago 
campus, studded with remarkable architecture including Wright’s Robie 
House. Tour Robie House with a docent and learn why the American 
Institute of Architects designated it as one of the ten most significant 
structures of the 20th century. This evening, enjoy a festive farewell dinner 
at one of Chicago’s most popular restaurants. 

Palmer House Hilton (B, L, D)

Monday, April 23, 2018

Architectural Landmarks of the Loop
Spend the morning on a walking tour of the historically significant 
architectural gems surrounding the hotel, including the Rookery, 
the Marquette Building, the Monadnock Building, and the Chicago 
Federal Center. Return to the hotel for check-out before noon and take 
independent transportation to the airport for return flights home.

(B)

Palmer House Hilton 

Step into 145 years of Chicago history with a stay at the Palmer House Hilton, the 
nation’s longest continually operating hotel and a member of Historic Hotels of America. 
This 25-story Beaux Arts gem is ideally located in Chicago’s iconic Loop District, within 
walking distance of the theater district, Art Institute, and upscale shopping and dining 
along the Magnificent Mile. The two-story, gilded lobby features a formal staircase, 
marble-topped tables, velvet seating, and a ceiling mural depicting Greek mythology. 
The hotel has been a favorite spot among prominent public figures, including the literary 
Charles Dickens and Oscar Wilde, and the entertaining Louis Armstrong, Judy Garland, 
Ella Fitzgerald, and Frank Sinatra.

Photos (from top): Frank Lloyd Wright's Home and Studio (Esther Westerveld), Robie House, and Chicago Skyline 
("Sandcastles by the Sea, er Lake" / Crispin Semmens)



CHICAGO: EPICENTER OF AMERICAN ARCHITECTURE 

DATES: April 18–23, 2018

TOUR COST
Discounted Land Package 
(if registered on or before Jan. 7, 2018) ................................$2,775

Land Package (if registered on or after Jan. 8, 2018) ...........$2,975

Single Supplement ......................................................... $695

Tour price is per person based on double occupancy, with a minimum 
of 15 paying participants. Land prices are calculated as of April 2017 
and are subject to change.

ACTIVITY LEVEL: Moderate, good walking ability

DEPOSIT & FINAL PAYMENT: A deposit of $1,000 per 
paying participant is required to guarantee participation in 
the program. This deposit may be paid by check or by Visa 
or MasterCard. Final payment will be invoiced and is due 
on January 8, 2018, by check only made out to International 
Seminar Design, Inc. Registrants will be accepted beyond  
this date on a space-available basis with payment in full by 
check only.

FLIGHTS: Airfare is not included in the tour price. Participants 
are responsible for all aspects of their round-trip air 
arrangements into and out of Chicago.

TERMS & CONDITIONS: International Seminar Design, Inc. 
(ISDI) acts only as an agent for the participant with respect 
to transportation, accommodations, and all other services 
relating to this tour. ISDI, Springfield Museums, and/or their 
agents assume no responsibility or liability for any act, error or 
omission, or for any injury, loss, accident, delay or irregularity, 
which may be caused by any defect in any aircraft, ship, train, 
bus, or other carrier, or through neglect or default of any 
subcontractor or other third party, which may be used wholly 
or in part in the performance of their duty to the participants 
of the tour. ISDI and Springfield Museums reserve the right 
to cancel any tour prior to departure for any reason including 
insufficient numbers of participants, as well as the right to 
decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the 
tour at any time. If bookings fall below the minimum required, 
passengers will be advised of additional costs or itinerary 
alterations before departure date. 

CANCELLATIONS & REFUNDS: All cancellations must 
be received in writing by ISDI, and are subject to a non-
refundable administrative fee of $550 per person. Written 
cancellation received by ISDI on or before January 8, 2018: 
full refund minus $550 per person administrative fee. Written 
cancellation received by ISDI between January 9 and March 
5, 2018: 50 percent of tour cost per person. Cancellations 
received on or after March 6, 2018: no refund. After the tour 
has commenced, it is not possible to issue any refunds. No 
refunds for any unused portion of the tour including, but not 
limited to, occasional missed meals or any missed sightseeing 
tours. Costs for promotion, staff, and other group expenses 
are not refundable. In the case of cancellation, substitutions 
are not accepted. The tour cost is non-transferable. If ISDI 
or Springfield Museums cancels the tour, active registrants 
will receive a full refund of all tour payments. A package 
of cancellation, baggage, and medical insurance is strongly 
recommended. © 2017–18 International Seminar Design, Inc., 
CST 2072963-40, WST 603578109 

TRAVEL INSURANCE: ISDI and Springfield Museums strongly 
recommend the purchase of trip cancellation insurance, 
which is available for coverage of expenses in conjunction 
with cancellation due to illness or accident. Baggage 
insurance is also recommended. In the event that you must 
cancel your participation in a travel program, trip cancellation 
insurance may be the only source of reimbursement. A travel 
insurance brochure will be sent to registered participants.  

TOUR PRICE INCLUSIONS: 5 nights at the Palmer House 
Hilton; breakfast daily, 2 lunches, 2 dinners (water, soft drinks, 
coffee, and tea included at all meals; wine and beer included 
with dinners); leadership of Dr. Rolf Achilles; services of 
an ISDI Tour Manager; handling of two pieces of luggage 
per person upon arrival and departure at the hotel; land 
transportation by private coach; bottled water on private 
coach; gratuities to local guides and drivers; entrance fees to 
sites per itinerary; taxes and service fees.

TOUR PRICE EXCLUSIONS: Airfare, airline taxes, and fuel 
surcharges; transfers to and from the airport in Chicago; 
excursions, activities, or meals marked optional on the 
itinerary; gratuities for housekeeping staff at the hotel; 
personal items; personal services; travel extensions; personal 
insurance for health, baggage, and tour cancellation; any other 
items not specifically included in the itinerary.

Trip Information
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FOR QUESTIONS OR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
Museum School at Springfield Museums  
Jeanne A. Fontaine, Tel: (413) 314-6482 
Email: jfontaine@springfieldmuseums.org

International Seminar Design, Inc.
Laurence Bézy, Tour Director, Tel: 202-244-1448  
Email: laurence.bezy@isditravel.com



Participant 1 Full Name Participant 2 Full Name

Address (billing, if using credit card)

City State Zip

Daytime Telephone  Cell Phone

E-mail Address | � please send mailings to my email to receive information more quickly   

__________ # of persons __________ Amount Enclosed   
LAND PACKAGE DEPOSIT ($1,000 PER PERSON): �  Visa   �  MasterCard   �  Check* 
*Make check payable to Springfield Museums (through Jan. 8, 2018) or International Seminar Design, Inc. (after Jan. 8, 2018)

Card Number Exp. (mm/yy)

Name as it appears on credit card Billing Zip Code (if different from above)

ROOMING OPTIONS: (please select)
�  Double Occupancy; I will share a room with __________________________________________________________________
�  Single Supplement ($695)   
�  I would like a roommate but will pay the price of the single supplement if one cannot be found.

EACH PARTICIPANT MUST SIGN (registration invalid without signature)
The undersigned has read the tour itinerary and recognizes and accepts any risks therein. The undersigned also understands and hereby agrees for 
and on behalf of his/her dependents, heirs, executors, administrators and assigns to abide by the conditions set forth in the terms and conditions 
listed in this brochure and to release and hold harmless Spring field Museums, International Seminar Design, Inc (ISDI) and any of their 
officers, trustees, agents, licenses, or representatives from any and all liability for delays, injuries, or death or for the loss of and/or damage to  
his/her property however occurring during any portion of, or in relation to, this tour.

Signature Participant 1 / Date Signature Participant 2 / Date   

Enclosed is my credit card information or deposit by check in the amount of $1,000 per person.

For registrations & deposits prior to January 8, 2018, 
COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO:

Jeanne A. Fontaine
Museum School at Springfield Museums
21 Edwards Street 
Springfield, MA 01103
Email: jfontaine@springfieldmuseums.org
Tel: (413) 314-6482

For Registrations & deposits after January 8, 2018, 
COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM TO:

International Seminar Design, Inc.
4115 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Suite 101
Washington, DC 20016
Email: info@isditravel.com | Fax: (202) 244-1808
Tel: (202) 244-1448

CHICAGO: Epicenter of American Architecture 
April 18–23, 2018
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