
        

                  

Local Treasures - Friday, January 26 
 

Smith College Museum 
& 

The Lyman Plant Conservatory 
 
 

9:30 am – Depart from the Museums’ State Street lot located across the street from the Springfield 

Main Library. Park in the lot and meet the bus at the curbside. We ask participants to arrive by 9:15 

am.  
 

Enjoy guided tours of both the Smith College Art Museum and the Lyman Conservatory.  
 

First established in 1879, the Smith College Art Museum is best known for its remarkable 

collection of American and European art of the19th and 20th centuries, including superb works by 

Edgar Degas, Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot, Gustave Courbet, Paul Cézanne, Claude Monet, Georges 

Seurat, Albert Bierstadt, John Singer Sargent and others. First established in 1879, the collection has 

expanded to include nearly 25,000 works of art, including a diverse collection of non-Western art. 
 

Smith College began collecting original works of art in 1879, only four years after it enrolled its first 

class. Initially, President L. Clark Seelye bought works of contemporary American art, often directly 

from the artists themselves, believing that students should be familiar with the art of their own time. 

American art has remained one of the collection’s core strengths. By the early twentieth century, 

Alfred Vance Churchill, the Museum’s first director, had expanded the collecting sphere to include 

European art. In the early 1990s, acquiring works by women artists and artists of color became a 

collecting priority. More recently, the collecting plan has significantly expanded to include African, 

Islamic and, particularly, Asian art to support the College’s global curriculum. 
 

Since its founding in 1895, the Botanic Garden of Smith College has been functioning as an 

institution that fosters education about the science, beauty, and importance of the plant kingdom, 

serving as a living museum of plants native to New England and ecosystems around the world.  

 

The Lyman Conservatory is one of the few remaining plant conservatories in the United States that 

was built in the nineteenth century. With its core greenhouses dating from 1895, the Conservatory 

has served a number of functions. For over 100 years, the Lyman Conservatory of the Smith College 

Botanic Garden has been bringing the plants of the world to New England, and offering the plants of 

New England to the world. The Conservatory houses over 3,000 species of plants selected from a 

wide variety of families and habitats, and comprises one of the best collections of tropical, 

subtropical, and desert plants in the country.        
  

A three-course lunch is included at the Hotel Northampton – Please select one Entrée:  

     Chicken Picatta with Lemon Caper sauce or 

     Grilled Salmon with Orange Ginger glaze 

Appetizer: Caesar Salad with Creamy Caesar dressing and chocolate mousse for dessert, coffee, 

decaf and tea are also included.  
    

 3:30 pm – Meet the bus at our drop off point for the return to Springfield with an estimated return 

by 4 pm.  
 

 

                                                                             

 


