
Glimmerglass Opera: Barber of Seville 
Monday, August 13 

 

 

8 am - Depart from the Museums State Street lot located across the street from the Springfield 

Main Library. Park in the lot and meet the bus at the curbside.  Please arrive by 7:45 am. We 

will make one rest stop on the way. En route, enjoy an informative lecture on the music and 

artistry of the Barber of Seville opera.  

 

11 am – Glimmerglass Festival Backstage tour. Go behind-the-scenes at the Festival with a 

private, backstage tour. 

 

12 pm – Enjoy a private, catered lunch at the Thaw Pavilion, a reserved dining location on the 

grounds of the Glimmerglass Festival. Menu to be announced.  

 

1:30 pm – Barber of Seville Glimmerglass Festival performance. We have reserved category II 

orchestra seating for Rossini’s comic bel canto masterpiece presented in a production directed by 

Francesca Zambello and conducted by Glimmerglass Festival Music Director Joseph Colaneri. 

With its famed overture that inspired the appropriately named cartoon “Rabbit of Seville” from 

Looney Tunes, the opera tells the story of Count Almaviva, a young nobleman who allies with 

Figaro, the titular barber, in order to woo Rosina. She is the mysterious ward of the elderly and 

foolish Dr. Bartolo who plans to marry her himself. Laughs and hilarity ensue as Figaro and the 

Count scheme against their adversaries. 

 

Presented in Italian with projected English text, the performance lasts two hours and 55 minutes. 

 

Glimmerglass Opera came into being through the efforts of Cooperstown residents – musicians, 

artists, educators and lovers of the art form – who hoped to bring opera to their community. The 

company presented its first season in the Nicholas J. Sterling Auditorium of the Cooperstown 

High School in the summer of 1975 and opened its current Alice Busch Opera Theater in June 

1987.  

 

Since its opening in 1987, the Alice Busch Opera Theater has been home to more than 100 

productions, many of which have been world premieres. The theater is located on the shore of 

Otsego Lake, the “Glimmerglass” of James Fenimore Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales. The 

theater is situated on farmland donated by the late Glimmerglass Board Chairman Emeritus Tom 

Goodyear and his mother, Jeanette Bissell Goodyear. 

 

4:30 pm – Following the concert, return to Springfield with one rest stop along the way with an 

estimated return by 7-7:30 pm.  

 

Please note: No smoking, drink/food, photography, recording devices, or cell phones in the 

theater.  

 

What to bring: Camera (please see photo policy above), water and snacks for the bus. Items 

may be left on the bus. Bottled water is provided for the return home.  


