
 Hartford, CT:  
Elizabeth Park & Cedar Hill Cemetery  

Friday, June 22 
 

 

9 am – Depart from the Museums’ State Street parking lot located across the street from the 

Springfield Main Library. Park in the lot and meet the bus at the curbside. We ask participants to 

arrive by 8:45 am. We will make one rest stop en route. 
 

10-11 am – Estimated arrival at the Cedar Hill Cemetery. Designed by Jacob Weidenmann, a 

student of Frederick Law Olmstead, Cedar Hill Cemetery is a premiere example of the American 

“rural” cemetery.  Enhanced by its historic landscape, heirloom trees, finely sculpted monuments 

and natural resources, it is the final resting place of a number of distinguished individuals. We 

will enjoy a docent-guided tour of the grounds with particular focus on the landscape design and 

history of Cedar Hill. Elaine Chittenden, manager of the living plant collection at Smith College 

will guide us on a notable tree walk to point out the many fine tree specimens located there.   
 

Enjoy a group lunch before arriving at Elizabeth Park. Menu and details to be announced.  
 

Elizabeth Park combines European formal with natural gardens offering just over one hundred 

acres of formal gardens, green space, recreational facilities, and walking trails. The rose garden 

is the first public rose garden in the country and spans across 2.5 acres 
 

Opened to the public in 1897, Elizabeth Park is the horticultural park of the Hartford park 

system. Because of its gardens, it has been called the, “Flower of New England Parks.” The rose 

garden is the heart and soul of the park and is the first public rose garden in the country. Opened 

in 1904, it is the third largest rose garden in the country today. 
 

When the city took over the estate from Charles Pond, as Elizabeth Park, there were already a 

large variety of trees and existing plantings. The city hired Swiss-born landscape architect 

Theodore Wirth to design the park. Using his training from his work in Paris and London, Mr. 

Wirth created a true botanical park with Victorian formal gardens, which comprise a large 

variety of flowers, shrubs, and trees with a country vista as a backdrop. 
 

Theodore Wirth began the design of the rose garden in September of 1903. The rose garden is 

the center of Elizabeth Park and began with about 190 varieties of roses. This eventually grew to 

almost 1,000 by the 1950s. Today, there are over 15,000 rose bushes and 800 varieties of old and 

new roses in the garden.  

 

In addition to the rose garden, there are tulip, annual, shade, herb and perennial gardens, as well 

as greenhouse, trees, ponds and bridges!  
 

Please note there will be some walking required on uneven and unpaved areas at both sites.  

 

3:30 pm - Depart for Springfield for an estimated return by 4:15 pm. 

 

What to bring on the bus: Hat, sun screen, bug spray and comfortable walking shoes. Don’t 

forget your camera and beverages for the ride. Items may be left on the bus while touring the 

sites. Bottled water is provided for the return home.  

 

 

 


