
 The National Museum of American Illustration  

& Touro Synagogue 

Wednesday, May 23 
 
8 am – Depart from the Museums’ State Street parking lot located across the street from the 

Springfield Main Library. Park in the lot and meet the bus at the curbside. We ask participants to 

arrive by 7:45 am. We will make one rest stop en route. 

Enjoy a guided tour of Touro Synagogue (dedicated in 1763), the oldest synagogue building in 

the United States. A structure of exquisite beauty and design, steeped in history and ideals, the 

synagogue is considered one of the ten most architecturally distinguished buildings of 18th 

century America and the most historically significant Jewish building in the United States. The 

congregation was founded in 1658 by the descendants of Jewish families who fled the 

Inquisitions in Spain and Portugal and who themselves left the Caribbean seeking the greater 

religious tolerance that Rhode Island offered. In his famous letter to the "Hebrew congregation at 

Newport," written in 1790, President George Washington pledged that our new nation would 

give "to bigotry no sanction and to persecution no assistance." Touro Synagogue stands as a 

symbol of religious freedom for all Americans. It was designated a National Historic Site in 

1946. The Ambassador John L. Loeb Jr. Visitors Center opened in 2009 with exhibits to further 

explore the history of Newport's early Jewish community and the origins of First Amendment 

rights. 

Enjoy lunch at La Forge Restaurant. Choose from the following menu:  

Starter (choose one): Lobster Bisque or Mixed greens salad 

Entrée (choose one): Baked scrod, Chicken Cordon Bleu, Pan Seared Salmon, Scallops, & Rock 

Shrimp Casserole. Served with sides, dessert, coffee or tea. 
 

Following lunch, enjoy a guided tour of the National Museum of American Illustration. 

Founded in 1998, the NMAI is the first national museum to be devoted exclusively to American 

illustration artwork with a collection of over 2,000 original works by noted American illustrators 

such as Norman Rockwell, Maxfield Parrish, J. C. Leyendecker, Howard Pyle, N.C. Wyeth, and 

others. View the special exhibit Howard Pyle, His Students & The Golden Age of American 

Illustration, featuring oil paintings, works on paper, and accompanying artifacts that highlight 

the work of Howard Pyle, known as the “Father of American Illustration” and the generation of 

celebrated illustrators he taught. 

The museum is located in the elegant Gilded Age mansion Vernon Court designed by the noted 

architects Carrère and Hastings-- the same firm that designed The Frick Collection, the residence 

of industrialist and art collector Henry Clay Frick (1849-1919).  
 

4 pm – Depart for Springfield for an estimated return by 6:30 pm.  
 

What to bring on the bus: Snacks, beverages for the ride. Items may be left on the bus while 

touring the sites.   

 


