
The Springfield Museum is delighted to announce that author 
Kevin O'Hara, proud recipient of the 2012 John F. Kennedy 
Award, will be leading our group on an unforgettable tour of 
Ireland in the Spring of 2020. This 12-day journey is brimming 
with literary, art and architectural treasures, with spectacular 
landscape and majestic coastlines along the way.  

     Kevin, a longtime columnist for The Berkshire Eagle in 
Pittsfield, MA., wrote the beloved Irish travel saga, "Last of the 
Donkey Pilgrims," which chronicles his 1,700-mile, eight-
month journey around Ireland with his faithful donkey Missie in 
1979. 

     Please consider joining our fun-loving and knowledgeable 
guide, Kevin, as he takes us on a most memorable journey 
across the Emerald Isle.  

Please join our info session to hear full details on this amazing trip.  

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 4:00pm at the D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts 

LITERARY IRELAND: DUBLIN 
TO THE BLASKETS 

May 14-25, 2020 



 

LITERARY IRELAND: DUBLIN TO THE BLASKETS 

Tour itinerary 

 
 
 
Thu, May 14   DEPART THE UNITED STATES 
Depart the US and take an overnight flight across the Atlantic.  Enjoy in-flight entertainment and meal service 
as you travel to start your vacation. 
 
Fri, May 15      DUBLIN ARRIVAL  
Land at Dublin Airport, complete customs and immigration formalities before meeting your CIE Tours driver/
guide, who will welcome you to Ireland. Have breakfast at a local venue before setting off with a local guide 
who will show you around Dublin. The city has been molded through the centuries with many architectural 
styles, reflecting the economic, political and artistic influences. Visit the James Joyce Centre in a restored 
Georgian house in the heart of Dublin city. The exhibits celebrate Joyce's life and offers insights into the world 
in which he lived. Then tour Trinity College to see the Book of Kells, an 8th century illuminated manuscript of 
the gospels and see the Old Library. Transfer to your nearby hotel, check in and settle into you room. In the 
evening, join your fellow travelers for a welcome get-together drink followed by dinner in the hotel restaurant.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: TRINITY CITY HOTEL, DUBLIN  

Sat., May 16    GLENDALOUGH & POWERSCOURT  
Today, head to County Wicklow and visit the 6th century monastic ruins of Glendalough. The visitor centre 
explains how St. Kevin founded this settlement at a time when Christianity was burgeoning throughout Ireland. 
Have lunch at Heather’s Restaurant before traveling to just outside of the charming village of Enniskerry to 
visit Powerscourt House, the former home of Lord Powerscourt. Then experience the delightful terraced Italian 
gardens and abundant floral displays. Also, view the superb collection of trees, shrubs and flowers gathered 
from all around the world. Return to Dublin in time for dinner.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: TRINITY CITY HOTEL, DUBLIN  
 
Sun., May 17   BRU NA BOINNE VISITOR CENTRE  
Leaving Dublin, travel into County Meath to visit the Boyne Valley Visitor Centre. Learn about the nearby pas-
sage tombs of Newgrange and Knowth constructed over 5,000 years ago. Also, visit the actual tomb of New-
grange, which is aligned to the mid-winter sunrise so that the beam of the rising sun falls directly into the 
chamber. Continue on to visit the Hill of Tara, seat of the High Kings of Ireland, which was at the height of its 
power in the early centuries after Christ. It is also the site of a passage-tomb dating from the late Stone Age. 
Head back to Dublin, where the remainder of the day is at leisure.  
OVERNIGHT: TRINITY CITY HOTEL, DUBLIN  
 
Mon., May 18    STROKESTOWN HOUSE & GALWAY  
Leaving Dublin, travel to Strokestown Park House which dates from the 17th century. This fine mansion 
shows the lifestyle of the affluent owners and also the conditions of the servants and farmers of the area, par-
ticularly during the Famine era of the 1840s when many Irish emigrated to the United States. Then journey to 
the bustling city of Galway, where you will check into your hotel for dinner and your overnight stay.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: PARK HOUSE HOTEL, GALWAY  
 
Tue., May 19     ARAN ISLANDS & DUN AENGUS  
Take a short ferry ride from Rossaveal to Inis Mor, the largest of the three Aran Islands. These rocky islands 
are renowned for the hardy islanders who maintained traditional fishing and farming. The Irish language is still 
spoken widely. Next, take a minibus ride to Dun Aengus, a huge pre-historic fortress perched on sheer cliffs, 
which fall away to the Atlantic Ocean below. Have a look around Kilronan before heading back to Galway in 
time for dinner at Padraicin’s Restaurant.  
OVERNIGHT: PARK HOUSE HOTEL, GALWAY  
 
 
 



Wed., May 20   CLIFFS OF MOHER & GALLARUS ORATORY  
This morning, drive along the coast of scenic County Clare to visit the Cliffs of Moher, one of Ireland’s most 
beloved, natural landmarks. See magical vistas, overlooking the shimmering Atlantic Ocean along with Ire-
land’s Western coastline. Next, take a short ferry ride across the River Shannon Estuary. Continue to Inch 
Strand, which is Ireland’s most frequented beach. Next, head to the South Pole Inn to learn about the Antarc-
tic explorer, Tom Crean. Your final visit of the day will be to Gallarus Oratory, which was built in the 6th cen-
tury of unmortared stone and watertight after 14 centuries. Then head to charming town of Dingle and check 
into your hotel. You may wish to relax in your room or take a short walk before dinner.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: DINGLE BENNERS HOTEL, DINGLE 

Thu., May 21   BLASKET CENTRE  
Today, visit the Blasket Centre in Dunquin to learn about the Blasket Islands, inhabited until 1953 by hardy 
families who eked out a living by farming and fishing. Then set off on a fun cruise that will give you the histo-
ry and folklore of the Blasket Islands. Return to Dingle, where you are free for individual pursuits and dining.  
OVERNIGHT: DINGLE BENNERS HOTEL, DINGLE  

Fri., May 22    GAP OF DUNLOE BOAT & JAUNT  
Depart Dingle and head to Killarney, where you will start your tour at Ross Castle. Take a small, open boat 
through the Lakes of Killarney before arriving at Lord Brandon's Cottage. Then board a charming jaunting car 
and ride down through the Gap. The trip finishes at Kate Kearney's Cottage where your coach will be waiting 
for you. After your day of sightseeing, motor a short distance to your hotel, check in and settle into your room 
before dinner with your group.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: KILLARNEY PARK HOTEL, KILLARNEY  

Sat., May 23    RING OF KERRY  
Set off to explore the Ring of Kerry, which consist of over a 100 miles of marvelous scenery. See some of 
Ireland’s highest peaks on one side of the road and a coastline scattered with golden beaches and rocky 
headlands on the other. There will also be plenty of stops to take-in the scenery and to snap photos. If time 
permits, return to your hotel and freshen up before tonight’s festive dinner.  
This evening, travel to Kate Kearney's Cottage, which is situated at the entrance of the Gap of Dunloe. Your 
Irish Night will consist of a superb meal and entertainment.  
OVERNIGHT: KILLARNEY PARK HOTEL, KILLARNEY 

Sun., May 24    KILLARNEY TO KILKENNY  
Leaving Killarney, travel to the Medieval city of Kilkenny. Visit Kilkenny Castle, home of the Butlers, Earls 
and Dukes of Ormonde. The castle estate boasts both formal and informal gardens, which overlooks the 
Nore River. From here, check into your hotel. The remainder of the afternoon is free to sightsee and shop. 
Tonight, join your fellow travelers for a farewell dinner in the hotel restaurant.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT: RIVER COURT HOTEL, KILKENNY  

Fri. May 25      RETURN TO THE UNITED STATES  
Transfer to Dublin Airport in good time to check in for your flight. You may do some last minute shopping at 
the duty free stores before boarding your aircraft and flying across the Atlantic Ocean back to the United States. 

Please join our info session to hear full details on this amazing trip.  

Tuesday, October 15, 2019 at 4:00pm  

D’Amour Museum of Fine Arts 


