
Local Treasures: Amherst College Planetarium  

&  

              Beneski Museum of Natural History  

             Friday, January 24 

 

9:00 am – Arrive at the Museums’ State Street lot located across the street from the Springfield 

Main Library. Park in the lot and board the bus at the curbside.  Depart at 9:15 am sharp. 

En route, Michael Kerr, Curator of Astronomy at the Springfield Museums will share 

information on new and future developments with the Springfield Science Museum’s Astronomy 

exhibits and planetarium.  

Amherst College’s Basset Planetarium  - Enjoy a tour and program at the planetarium named 

after Preston Rogers Bassett, Amherst College Class of 1913, who was a generous benefactor of 

the college, inventor, and an alumni trustee from 1954 to 1960. Learn about the history of the 

planetarium, how it was used as a teaching tool and how the space is used today.  Explore the 

seasonal night sky and view some of the most amazing images of our galaxy and beyond.  

11:30 am - Lunch at 30 Boltwood, Amherst - Following our planetarium program, we will 

walk to 30 Boltwood Restaurant located nearby. Menu to be announced.  

1:30-3 pm - Amherst College’s Beneski Museum - Enjoy a guided tour of one of New 

England's finest natural history collections, boasting three floors of exhibits with more than 1,700 

specimens on display, and tens of thousands of specimens available for use by scholars and 

researchers from across campus and around the world. Learn about the history of the collections, 

as well the many connections to the natural history of the Connecticut River Valley.  We will 

explore together the internationally recognized dinosaur track collection – all of which were 

found within 30 minutes of Springfield.  

3:15 pm – Departure with an estimated return by 4 pm.  

 

What to bring: Wear comfortable, weather appropriate walking shoes and dress in layers for 

changes in temperatures on the bus, restaurant and in the museums.  

 

 


