- All freshwater

mussels have
several features

-in common. They all

right and [eft valves
that form its shell.
The inside of the
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“have two valves, the

. shell usually glistens
like a pearl. In Latin,
~unio means pearl.
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Biologists call
freshwater mussels
unionids, because of

the pearly appearance
of the inside of the
shell. The pearly interior
is called the nacre, and R

the shell of some species

of freshwater mussels is
used to make buttons,’
or grow cultured -
pearls. |
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